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Gilda A. Barabino is the second president of Olin College of Engineering, and Professor of Biomedical and Chemical
Engineering. She has been Dean of The Grove School of Engineering at the City College of New York (CCNY) since
2013. She also serves as Daniel and Frances Berg Professor, with appointments in the Departments of Biomedical
Engineering and Chemical Engineering, as well as the City University of New York School of Medicine.

A biomedical engineer trained in chemical engineering, with broad interest in global health, systems, and
interdisciplinary engineering education, Dr. Barabino is a noted investigator in the areas of sickle cell disease,
cellular and tissue engineering. She is an internationally recognized thought leader and highly sought speaker and
consultant on race/ethnicity and gender in science and engineering, with particular focus on creating cultures and
climates that support a sense of belonging. She has led a number of initiatives in these areas including serving as
the founder and Executive Director of the National Institute for Faculty Equity. Before joining CCNY, she served as
Associate Chair for Graduate Studies and Professor in the Wallace H. Coulter Department of Biomedical Engineering
at Georgia Tech and Emory University. She also served as Georgia Tech’s inaugural Vice Provost for Academic
Diversity. Prior to that, she spent 18 years at Northeastern University, rising to the rank of Full Professor of
Chemical Engineering and serving as Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education. Dr. Barabino is an active member
of the National Academy of Engineering and serves on numerous committees of the National Academies of Science,
Engineering and Medicine, including the Committee on Women in Science Engineering and Medicine; the
Roundtable on Black Men and Black Women in Science, Engineering and Medicine; the Underrepresentation of
Women of Color in Tech Project; the Ad-Hoc Committee for the Gulf Scholars Program; the Committee on
Addressing Sickle Cell Disease; and the National Institutes of Health National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and
Bioengineering Strategic Planning Working Group. Dr. Barabino also serves as a member of the National Science
Foundation’s Advisory Committee for Engineering; the congressionally mandated Committee on Equal Opportunities
in Science and Engineering; and the American Association for the Advancement of Science Committee on Science,
Engineering and Public Policy. She is currently the Chair of the American Society of Engineering Education
Engineering Deans Council. She sits on the board of trustees for VentureWell, Associated Universities, Inc., and
Xavier University of Louisiana. Dr. Barabino earned her B.S. degree in Chemistry from Xavier University of Louisiana
and her Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from Rice University.



Angela M. Belcher
Member

Angela Belcher is a materials chemist with expertise in biomaterials, biomolecular materials, organic-inorganic
interfaces and solid-state chemistry. Her work focuses on evolving organisms to build new materials and devices for
clean energy, electronics, the environment and medicine. She received the B.S. in Creative Studies and the Ph.D. in
Inorganic Chemistry from the University of California at Santa Barbara. Dr. Belcher was awarded the 24th annual
MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, and the 2004 Four Star General Recognition Award. In 2006 she was named
Scientific American’s Research Leader of the Year. Her work has been published in many prestigious scientific
journals including Science and Nature, and has been reported in the popular press including Fortune, Forbes,
Discover, The New York Times, and The Wall Street Journal.
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Member

Jaime Curtis-Fisk is an associate research scientist and STEM program manager for the Dow Chemical Company.
Through this unique dual role she leads both technical projects and community outreach initiatives. As a scientist,
Jaime’s work focuses on formulation development for the delivery of active ingredients which has involved leading
projects for pharmaceutical, microbial control, and packaging applications. Her technical focus is on polymer
chemistry and use of hydrogels as delivery systems in biological applications. Jaime also leads the Dow STEM
Ambassadors program and company’s initiatives to support teacher professional development.
As chair of the Midland section of the Women Chemists Committee, Jaime works with her team to coordinate
community programs focused on networking, career development for women, and youth outreach to build the
pipeline of future women scientists. Jaime also serves on Dow’s GROW steering committee, the company’s internal
effort dedicated to Growing R&D Opportunities for Women. Jaime was recently honored with the American Chemical
Society’s 2015 Rising Star Award, presented by the Women Chemists Committee, for her technical strength and
passion for advancing the role of women in science. Jaime holds a bachelors degree in chemistry from Grand Valley
State University and PhD in chemistry from Michigan State University.
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Carol Dahl is the Executive Director of The Lemelson Foundation, the world’s leading foundation solely focused on
improving lives through invention. The Foundation inspires and enables the next generation of inventors and
invention-based enterprises to promote economic growth in the U.S., and social and economic progress for the poor
in developing countries. Prior to joining the Foundation, Dr. Dahl was founding Director of the Global Health
Discovery Program at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, where she led the development of Grand Challenges in
Global Health and Grand Challenges Explorations, innovation programs which have been replicated in countries
around the world. Previously, Dr. Dahl served as Vice President for Strategic Partnerships at a startup diagnostics
company. From 1990 to 2001, she worked at the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) in several capacities,
including founding Director of the Office of Technology and Industrial Relations at the National Cancer Institute
(NCI) overseeing development of technology innovation programs in support of the national cancer agenda, and
Program Director at the National Center for Human Genome Research. While at the NIH, she supported the
development of the biotechnology portfolio of the Advanced Technology Program of the National Institutes of
Standards and Technology and partnerships with NASA and the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA). Dr. Dahl currently is chair of the Executive Committee of the Aspen Network of Development
Entrepreneurs (ANDE) and chair of the Program Advisory Board of Grand Challenges Canada. She serves on the
Nomination Evaluation Committee for the U.S. National Medal of Technology and Innovation and the Cancer
Research Endowment Authority Board, at the request of the Governor of the State of Washington. Most recently,
she was invited by the Council on Competitiveness to serve as a commissioner on its flagship initiative, the National
Commission on Innovation and Competitiveness Frontiers. Dr. Dahl received a bachelor’s degree from the University
of Iowa and master’s and doctoral degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She received postdoctoral
training at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm and the Immunobiology Research Center at the University of
Minnesota and served on the faculty of the Pittsburgh Cancer Institute and University of Pittsburgh.
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Jorge Guzman is an assistant professor at the Management Division in Columbia Business School. Jorge received his
PhD from the Sloan School of Management at MIT and was previously a postdoc at the National Bureau of Economic
Research (NBER) and a lecturer at MIT Sloan. His research uses machine learning and predictive modeling to study
on entrepreneurship policy, regional entrepreneurship, and entrepreneurial strategy. He was previously involved in
the Boston startup ecosystem, and has been an advisor to numerous startups on varied topics, and to regional and
national policy agencies on the design of entrepreneurship ecosystems.


